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GUIDANCE
Science and Technology Cooperation on Global Issues
In recent years, global issues like environment/energy, bioresources, natural disaster prevention, and infectious diseases have come to the fore, and necessity for the international community to tackle those issues has been ever increasing.

In order to establish a strong international framework to deal with these global issues, Japan has launched a novel, unique program named “Science and Technology Cooperation on Global Issues” in JFY 2008, which aims to promote science and technology cooperation with developing countries. This program has two components: “Science and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable Development (SATREPS)” and “Dispatch of Science and Technology Researchers”. 

*Ministry of Foreign Affairs in Japan (MOFA), Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science, and Technology in Japan (MEXT), and Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST) will collaborate to facilitate this program. 
Science and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable Development (SATREPS)
（Project Type Technical Cooperation）

1. Purpose of the program

In view of tackling global issues, which are difficult for just one country to handle, Japan implements joint research activities called SATREPS as a part of JICA’s technical cooperation. Its purpose is to build capacities of counterpart researchers and research institutions in developing countries by conducting joint research activities based on requests from developing countries. It also aims to acquire new scientific value and knowledge which contribute towards solving global issues and enhancing science and technology standards. Research themes should have concrete conception of possible application to social and economic development. Any request without such conception may not be appreciated. .  

2. Fields of cooperation
    This year, the program is targeting four fields as below, which are regarded as priority research issues for the international community to tackle;

a. Environment/Energy
b. Bioresources
c. Natural Disaster Prevention

    d. Infectious Diseases Control
3. Areas and countries covered by this partnership

Countries that were subject to Japan’s technical cooperation. 
4. Duration of the project

    Period of research 3 - 5 years
5. Measures taken by JICA and JST

JICA will support project implementation in the developing countries, such as dispatch of Japanese experts (researchers), provision of equipment and training of personnel, and other supports related to the project in the developing countries. JST will support the Japanese research institutions/researchers for the project activities in Japan.
6. Eligible research institutions

Developing countries: Research institutions such as universities and laboratories, etc, which implement activities related to public affairs.
Japan: Research institutions such as universities, research institutes, and public laboratories, etc. 

Note: Non-public institutions can join the project as collaborating institutions.

7. Flow of the selection process
(1) The researchers of both sides are expected to contact each other and formulate a project for joint research that matches the requirements of the present scheme. 

(2) Projects must be based on mutual research cooperation and coordination. 

  (3) Researchers in Japan must apply to JST call-for-proposals. The research projects will be selected by a peer-review process and commissioned to Japanese research institutions. 

(4) On the other hand, in each country, Japanese Embassy will collect proposals on implementation of technical cooperation projects, supported by JICA offices. To be listed as a candidate, the counterpart researchers need to submit their proposals to the agency in their country in charge of the “Technical Cooperation”. In some countries, the agency having jurisdiction over the researcher’s institution (usually the ministry in charge of S&T or education) may need to mediate their request to the Government.
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5) Projects which match the requirements of both sides, JST program for Japanese side and JICA program for the developing country side, shall be eligible for this partnership.
8. Note

· The application of SATREPS has two separate processes. One part is made through ODA needs survey, administered by MOFA, where research institutions in developing countries prepare application forms and file requests, while the other part is made through JST public offering, administered by JST, where counterpart research institutions in Japan make application for the identical research project requested by the counterpart research institutions in developing countries (hence they can constitute “a joint research”). Both applications are taking place simultaneously, therefore, it is crucial for both research institutions in developing country and Japan to make sure each counterpart files application by due date. Interested research institutions are strongly encouraged to maintain close contact with counterpart institution in Japan and elaborate research plans collaboratively. 

· MOFA and JST share the information of applicants and confirm whether applications are made in both processes. Therefore, both applicants in developing country and its counterpart in Japan are requested to use identical names and purposes of research in their application forms so that MOFA and JST can easily confirm the identity. Names of counterpart research institutions and researchers in Japan must be stipulated in application forms for this purpose. Applications which satisfy this requirement can proceed to the appraisal processes. Careful examinations will be made from viewpoints of development and science and technology. Successful applications will be announced in April 2011 (tentative schedule).
· Requesting countries should have thorough understanding that the local costs required for a project (labor costs, fuel costs, transportation fees, utilities, rent, all types of repair costs, wear-and-tear costs, communication fees, and other miscellaneous costs) and costs related to building and refurbishing/expansion should be covered by the countries themselves, as their self-help effort. Furthermore, it is required that proper arrangement of qualified full-time counterpart personnel for the projects is made by the requesting countries.

 Dispatch of Science and Technology Researchers

1. Outline

    Aside from implementing the aforementioned joint research projects, JICA will dispatch outstanding researchers belonging to Japanese research institutions such as universities, and research institutes, etc. to developing countries through ODA (JICA’s expert dispatch system) based on needs from developing countries. They will conduct joint research or research exchanges with researchers in those countries, to support the capacity- building at universities and research institutes in those developing countries. 

 2. Fields of cooperation

 All fields of science and technology
 2. Process of dispatch 
(1) In each country, supported by JICA offices, Japanese Embassy will collect proposals on dispatch of researchers. Institutions intend to receive a Japanese researcher need to submit a request to the agency in their country in charge of the “Technical Cooperation”. In some countries, the agency having jurisdiction over the researcher’s institution (usually the ministry in charge of S&T or education) may need to mediate their request to the Government.
(2) Each request is reviewed to confirm whether scope and contents of the requests is appropriate for this scheme and the matching status of the needs of researchers in Japan and those in developing countries. 

(3) Japanese researchers are dispatched to the requesting countries after being selected as JICA experts. 
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